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Abstract
This paper discusses the role of policies for developing the food processing businesses 
in the peripheral area. Although there are many type of businesses in the food industry, 
such as manufacturers, wholesalers, retailers, and restaurants, we focus on the small type 
of food processing businesses. These businesses often link directly to local agricultural 
producers, and this type is analyzed in a discussion of Short Food Supply Chain, Alterna-
tive Food System, or Regional Specialty Food Products. These businesses are also dis-
cussed from the view of promoting the regional economies in peripheral areas. But, these 
businesses are relatively small, and they face some challenges of marketing. To clarify 
how this occurs, we analyze a case of Taketa-shi, and discuss how the policies support 
them. In Taketa-shi, about 30 food processing businesses join the policies, and develop 
new food products or businesses. However, they manage the food processing businesses 
as a side business or hobbies, and some of them evaluate the size is proper, because the 
small size fits their management (craft) policies. To this situation, the role of policies is to 
provide the chance of sales, by setting direct sales stores or business meetings, or conduct 
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